
1.

Owners of the Lands of Fairburn 
 

 Mackenzie family

Murdoch Mackenzie, the 1st of Fairburn was the grandson of Kenneth Mackenzie, 
VII of Kintail and Agnes Fraser of Lovat and the illegitimate son of Rory Mor 
Mackenzie I of Achilty and a daughter of William Dubh Macleod. 
 
Rory Mor was a man of great strength and in a fight with Dingwall of Kildun, killed 
him and took up with Dingwall’s wife. This was reported to King James V, 1512-43, 
who ordered him arrested. He was given up by his brother and imprisoned on the 
Bass Rock. An Italian arrived in Edinburgh and challenged the Scottish nation to a 
wrestling match for prize money. A few came forward to take on the Italian but 
were beaten which irritated the King, James V. The Governor of the Rock informed 
the King that he had a prisoner who would beat the Italian; the King offered Rory 
Mor his freedom if he beat the Italian which he duly did. The King offered him a 
place at Court, but Rory Mor informed the King that after his time on the Rock he 
was not suited to court life, but he would send his son, Murdoch. 
 

King James V took control of the Government in 1528, aged 16 and began his 
reign. He took, as his second wife in 1538, Marie of Guise. James and Marie had 
palaces in Falkland, Holyrood, Linlithgow and Stirling where Murdoch Mackenzie 
was a family servant of the King.

Double portrait of James V and Mary of Guise. Coll. of the Duke of Atholl, Blair Castle, 
Perthshire.
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Murdoch may have begun his working life at the Court as a Groom of the  
Chamber in around 1538, before graduating to become a Gentleman of the 
Bedchamber. In 1542 he left the employment of the Court having been Granted  
the Lands of Fairburn. 



4.

A Map of Ross shire where the lands of Fairburn are located 
National Library of Scotland 
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From Volume 3 of Registrum Magni Sigilli (The Register of the Great Seal) 

From Volume 3 of Registrum Magni 
Sigilli (The Register of the Great Seal) 
Crown Charter given in April 1542

Volume 4 
Crown Charter given in 1548-49

Crown Charter given in July 1542
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It was Murdoch Mackenzie who had Fairburn Tower built, but sadly there are no 
records of the construction of the Tower. However, The Landmark Trust has done 
extensive research into the building during the restoration. 
 
On 19th August 1762 Bishop Robert Forbes, 1708-75, Bishop of Ross and 
Caithness for the Episcopal Church, was invited to meet Sir Alexander Mackenzie, 
5th of Coul and Lady Mackenzie, Janet, daughter of Sir James Macdonald XIII of 
Sleat, at Fairburn. The Bishop describes the castle as – “It is a lofty tower of five 
stories and garrets, only one room on a floor. Here I saw two Cupples of a Creel 
House, which the late Fairburn had carefully preserved in their own place, by 
building up stone and lime walls upon them, and making a dining room upon the 
ground where they stand. They are of oak and near a yard in breadth.” 

Fairburn Tower 
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Information about the history of stone masonry  
 
It is predicted that the art and craft of stone masonry is over 6000 years old. Man 
was using natural resources to build and use tools in order to create structures and 
sculpt beautiful monuments out of stone. Masonry was born when people learned 
that fire can create resources such as plasters, mortars and quicklime resulting in 
being able to create what they would then refer to, as their home. 
 
Historically it is believed that stone masonry is the oldest trade of civilisation and 
was considered to be a highly skilled and sought-after trade. 
 
Calligraphy may have been the starting point for stonemasons, which involves 
using tools to chip away at stone to make writing. This art form is believed to be 
the first known communication in our history, allowing people to use calligraphy as 
a form of communication between one another. 
 
Masonry can be as simple, or complex as the stonemason decides upon. A 
stonemason uses their tools to craft pieces of rock into more appealing shapes, 
using mortar to form structures.

There are six types of stone masonry: 

• Ashlar masonry, where stones are cut. 
• Fixer masonry, where masons use mortars and grout to fix  
   the stones onto the buildings. 
• Memorial masons, where masons carve inscriptions into  
   headstones they have made. 
• Rubble masonry, where stones that have been roughly cut  
   and laid in a mortar. 
• Slip-form stone masonry, where using form-work the  
   mason creates stone walls. 
• Stone veneer, where decorative walls are created for  
   structures, hiding the structural wall.

Medieval stonemasons traditionally performed a 7-year apprenticeship, using a 
hands-on approach and learning the tricks of the trade through practical learning. 
The stonemason apprenticeship is very similar today, however conventionally is 3 
years rather than 7. 
 
In medieval times, stonemason guilds had three classes, apprentices, journeymen 
and master masons. Apprentices were bound to their masters, in debt to them for 
the price of their training. Journeymen were considered of high skill, allowed to go 
on journeys with their masters to assist on projects. Master masons were free men, 
travelling around to work on projects.
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As a form of ‘quality assurance’ Freemasons often carved personal symbols on  
their work so that it could be differentiated from other mason’s work, almost  
like a signature. 
 
Traditionally, stonemasons use a variety of tools for shaping stones. These include,  
a mallet, a chisel, a hammer and a straight edge. Most stonemasons will have a 
variety of chisels ranging in shapes and sizes, some stones require different chisels 
and to get the perfect finish a stonemason must use a chisel of a particular size and 
shape. A mason’s hammer is different from a hammer as we know it. They have a 
longer, thinner head and are used alongside a chisel to chip away at the stone. 
Animals were used as muscle power to help move the stones, however in modern 
times stonemasons have access to tools such as cranes and forklifts to help make 
their job easier. 
 
Once cultures met, stonemasons shared techniques and tricks with one another, 
learning from each other to create unique architecture and sculptures. A great 
example of this is Europeans settling in foreign lands, a lot of architecture outside 
of Europe has a massive European influence and can be very easy to spot in  
foreign countries. 
 
www.finessemasonry.co.uk/stone-mason/stone-masonry-history

A fine example of the modern stonemasons' skill,  
blending the old with the new in the restoration of Fairburn Tower.
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Murdoch, 1st of Fairburn married first, Mirabell/Mariobell, daughter  Thomas 
Urquhart, Sherriff of Cromarty and Helen Abernethy of Saltoun

They had: – Alexander 
John, died 22 August 1620, I of Tolly, Minister of Dingwall  
who married Margaret, died 27 October 1601, daughter of  
Grant of Ballindalloch 
Mirabell, who married first Thomas Mackenzie of  
Lochluichart and Ord; secondly Alexander Mackenzie,  
Progenitor of Coul 
Agnes, married William Munro of Kildermorie

He married second, Christian, daughter of Rory Macfarquhar Maclean 

They had:- Roderick of Knockbaxter 
John, I of Corry, who married a daughter of Donald Clark 
Hector, Chamberlain of Lochcarron 
Isabel, who married as his second wife, John Roy Mackenzie  
IV of Gairloch died at Talladale in 1628, in his 80th year 
A daughter, who married Donald Glas Macdonald

Alexander, 2nd of Fairburn, died c.1620, married a daughter of Walter  
Innes of Inverbreakie

Murdoch died in 1590  

They had:- John 
Hector 
Isobel, who married John Mackenzie, died 1601, eldest son of 
John Roy Mackenzie IV of Gairloch. She married secondly 
Bayne of Tulloch, thirdly Colin  
Mackenzie of Kinnock 
Katharine, married Murdoch, a younger son of Colin (Cam)  
Mackenzie of Kintail

John, 3rd of Fairburn married Janet, daughter of Torquil Macleod of Coigeach, 
without male issue. He died in 1645 and was succeeded by his brother

They had:- Isobel, who married Alexander Mackenzie of Sand 
Annabell, who married John Mackenzie of Pitlundie 
Agnes, who married Rory Mackenzie of Letterewe
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Hector, 4th of Fairburn, died December 1663, married first Agnes, his cousin, 
daughter of Wyland Chisholm of Kinkell. In 1513 Wyland gets the Barony of 
Comer, Strathglass

They had:- Rory 
A daughter, who married Kenneth Mackenzie of Dochcairn, a  
younger son of John Roy Mackenzie of Gairloch 
Agnes, who married 1st Rory, younger son of Duncan Bayne  
of Tulloch, 2nd Angus, a younger son of Alexander  
Mackenzie of Gairloch  
A daughter, who married Rev Alexander Mackenzie  
of Lochcarron 
A daughter, who married Rory, second son of Colin  
Mackenzie, I of Kincraig 
A daughter, who married Rev Alexander Mackenzie, third son  
of the Rev John Mackenzie of Tolly 

 
 
They had:- Colin, who married Florence Innes, widow of Rev John  

Macrae, minister of Dingwall 
Charles 
A daughter 
A daughter, who married Rory, eldest son of Alexander  
Mackenzie, younger son of Murdoch Mackenzie, 2nd  
of Redcastle 
Agnes, who married Duncan, son of William Mackenzie  
of Tolly, Gairloch 

Roderick, 5th of Fairburn married first Margaret, daughter of  
Patrick Grant of Glenmoriston

They had:- Murdoch 
Colin, living in 1722 
Alexander, living in 1738 
Margaret, who married David Munro of Killichoan 
Mary, who married Alexander Mackenzie II of Ballone 

 
 

  
They had:- John, died c.1724, married Jean Mackenzie 

Colin, died c.1724 
Donald, married a daughter of Kenneth Mackenzie  
of Davochmaluag 

Murdoch, 6th of Fairburn married in 1673, Isobel, daughter of Hon. Simon 
Mackenzie of Lochslinn and Agnes, daughter of William Fraser V of Culbokie

They had:- Roderick 
Katharine  
Anne, who in 1695 married George, 1662-1760, son of  
Alexander Mackenzie of Inchcoulter and Katherine, daughter  
of William Mackenzie of Belmaduthie 

They had 
Sons, 2 
Daughters, 5 

 
George, along with George Mackenzie of Allangrange  
and Kenneth Mackenzie of Dundonnell were 3 of the  
Tutors and Curators named, who assisted the  
Mackenzies’ of Fairburn in regaining their land after the 1715  
Jacobite Uprising

He married secondly in 1663, Margaret, daughter of Donald/Daniel Mackenzie III 
of Loggie, who died around October 1683 and Annabella, eldest daughter of 
Alexander Mackenzie, V of Gairloch.

Murdoch died c.1711

Hector married second, a natural daughter of Alexander Mackenzie I of Kilcoy
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Roderick, 7th of Fairburn married in 1712, Winniewood, daughter of Brigadier 
William Mackintosh, younger of Borlum and Mary Readie 
 
William took part in the 1715 Jacobite uprising. The last laird of Borlum, Edward 
Mackintosh was proprietor of the estate of Rait, near Kingussie which passed into the 
hands of ‘Ossian’ Macpherson and is now known as Belleville. (see below) 

Roderick took part in the 1715 uprising and in 1726 was granted clemency by King 
George I, having been attainted of high treason for levying war against his Majesty 

Jacobitism was largely a 17th and 18th century movement that supported the 
restoration of the senior line of the House of Stuart to the British Throne. During 
the reign of Queen Anne, England and Scotland was united in 1707. Following 
Anne’s death in 1714, her protestant cousin George I of Hanover became King of 
Great Britain. In 1715 the Jacobites wanted to replace George with Anne’s catholic, 
half-brother, James Francis Edward Stuart (The Old Pretender). 
 
Roderick joined the Jacobite uprising of 1715, under William, 5th Earl of Seaforth, 
which resulted in the estate of Fairburn being forfeited. On 14th October 1723, 
James Baillie, WS, bought the lands of Fairburn, Arcan, Moy and others, at auction 
in Edinburgh, on behalf of George Mackenzie of Allangrange. 
 
Roderick died c. 1731

They had:- Alexander 
Kenneth who married Ann Macrae 
Helen, who married John, died 1751, eldest son of Colin  
Mackenzie IX of Hilton and Catherine, daughter of  
Christopher Mackenzie, Arinhugair 
Mary, who married 1st, as his second wife, Coll Macdonald of  
Barisdale, 2nd Angus Macdonald of Greenfield

Alexander, 8th of Fairburn died 7th May 1760 in Fortrose. Married first 23 
January 1741, Barbara, daughter of Baillie Gilbert Gordon, Inverness and Marjorie, 
daughter of William Mackintosh 
 
Barbara was a Jacobite supporter who sold her diamonds to raise men for the cause

They had:- Marjorie, baptised 30 October 1741 and three other daughters 
Roderick Married second Jean, daughter of Alexander  
Mackenzie VIII of Davochmaluag, near Strathpeffer, who died  
7 January 1776 and Magdalene, daughter of Hugh Rose XV  
of Kilravock 

 
Married second Jean, daughter of Alexander Mackenzie VIII of 
Davochmaluag, near Strathpeffer, who died 7 January 1776 and Magdalene, 
daughter of Hugh Rose XV of Kilravock   

They had:- Kenneth, Lieutenant, 21st Regiment, who was killed while  
serving under General John Burgoyne, 1722-92 at one of the  
battles of Saratoga, in the State of New York, during the  
American Revolutionary War against the British in September  
1771. Had he lived, Kenneth would have inherited the Lands  
of Davochmaluag from his aunt, Beatrix Mackenzie
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A Garrison of Swiss 
mercenaries occupied the 
tower in 1716.

Following the Jacobite rising of 1745, William Roy surveyed the whole of 
Scotland between the years 1747-55 

 
This is an image from the map showing part of the lands of Fairburn

Newcastle Courant,  
19 March 1716
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Roderick, 9th of Fairburn, died 23 January 1774, married in 1768, Catherine, 
daughter of William Baillie of Rosehall, 1704-79 and Catherine Sutherland 

They had:- Alexander, born 12 March 1772, died 17 October 1853 
 

William, born 8 December 1773, died 30 October 1819; 
Lived on the Island of St Vincent, owning the Tourama  
Estate, and had Alexander, 1799-1883, with Margaret  
Lincoln, 1780-1833 
Mary, born 2 April 1772, Ross shire, died 9 December 1861, 
Bath, Somerset; married Watkin William Massie, 1768-1838 
Barbara, born 17 April 1770 Ross shire, died 9 September 
1836, Clifton, Bristol; married first 30 November 1789 
Kenneth Murchison of Tarradale

General Sir Alexander  
Mackenzie, Bt, Knight of the 
Hanoverian order of the Guelphs, 
and of the Sicilian Order of  
St. Januarius 
 
The National Portrait Gallery, 
London by and published by 
William Say, after George Henry 
Harlow mezzotint, published 1819 

15 October 1760, 
Caledonian Mercury

16 November 1774 
Caledonian Mercury 4 August 1760,  

Caledonian Mercury 

25 August 1796 
Caledonian Mercury 
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Mrs Kenneth 
Murchison, painted by 
Henry Raeburn 
 
Museum of Fine Arts, 
Budapest 
 
 

They had:- Roderick Impey, 1792-1871 Became a geologist and served as  
Director General of the British Geological Society from  
1855-71. Married 29th August 1815, Charlotte 1788-1869,  
daughter of General Francis Lewis Hugonin, 1751-1836 

 

The Daily Mirror,  
14th December 1903
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Charlotte Murchison

Sir Roderick Murchison  
KCB, DCL, FRS, HonFRSE,  
FLS, MRIA 
The National Portrait Gallery
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Kenneth, 25 April 1793, Tarradale House, Muir of Ord, died 
1st August 1854, Governor of Penang Married 4 December 
1815, Prince of Wales’s Island/Penang to Charlotte Pryce 
Married 27 May 1826, Stockton on Tees to Anne, daughter of 
John Douthwaite Nesham  
Barbara married second 9 June 1798 Colonel Robert Murray 
MacGregor, son of Evan Murray MacGregor and Janet 
Macdonald

They had:- Janetta Catherine, born 29 May 1799, Edinburgh; died 10 July  
1883 Stenton Lodge, Tunbridge Wells, Kent (Janetta also had  
her portrait painted as a child by Henry Raeburn) Married 1st  
7th September 1818, at the house of Stratfield Canning,  
British Minister, Lausanne, Switzerland to Robert Sutherland,  
son of Colonel James Sutherland of Uppat and Elizabeth  
Baillie Married 2nd William Darley Hull, born 1806, Ireland;  
died 12 July 1877 Stenton Lodge, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Evan Alexander, born 1804, Edinburgh, died 1815,  
Tours, France 
Barbara, born 22 November 1806, Edinburgh;  died 16  
August 1841, Government House, Dominica Married 30  
September 1826, All Souls, Marylebone to Richard Hort,  
Adjutant General, Windward Islands, 1802-57 

 
 
 
 
They had:- Mackay Hugh, born 15 September 1790 in Inverness, died  

1838, 24 Saxe-Coburg Place, Edinburgh married Barbara  
Baillie, died 8 March 1841, Seabank 
Georgiana, born 5 September 1791, Inverness, died 22  
January 1878 Bath, Somerset

Alexander, 10th of Fairburn, born 12th March 1771, joined the army  
became Gen Sir Alexander Mackenzie of Fairburn and died 17th October 1853,  
in Bath, unmarried. 
 
He received his early education from Walter Scott in Edinburgh. 

Catherine Baillie married secondly, William Scott MA, son of David Scott and 
Margaret Femmister
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In 1791-92 Alexander transferred a pendicle of the estate called Moy to Francis 
Humberston Mackenzie 1st Baron Seaforth, 1754-1815, for £3,500

His military career: Major in 78th Foot 25 July 1793; served in Flanders 1793; 
Lieutenant-Colonel 10 February 1794; commanded 2/78th Foot 1794 to 1796; 
served at Cape of Good Hope 1796; brevet Colonel 26 January 1797; exchanged to 
Lieutenant-Colonel in 36th Foot 22 May 1797; subsequently Major-General 25 
September 1803; commanded a Division in Italy 1806; Lieutenant-General 25 July 
1810; General 19 July 1821; died Bath October 1854.  
www.napoleon-series.org  
Alexander inherits the lands of Fairburn in 1787, when the gross annual rental was 
£700 sterling. He made extensive borrowings on the security of the estate and in 
1797 sold four portions of the estate adjoining Fairburn. In 1799 the lands of 
Fairburn, Monar and Strathconon are put up for sale. There is a pipe tune ‘Lady 
Mackenzie of Fairburn’, a strathspey, but we have no information as to who it was 
composed for or the name of the composer 
 
The Lands are sold to various different owners

Francis Humberston 
Mackenzie, 1st Lord 
Seaforth in the uniform of 
the 78th Highlanders 
 
By William Dyce
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In 1793-94 General Sir Alexander Mackenzie, together with his Factor, 
Kenneth Mackenzie disposed of other parts of the property:

1793 the land of Wester Fairburn went to James Shaw, a Merchant of Inverness; his 
son, Alexander Mackenzie Shaw sold the land in 1807 to William Reid who styled 
himself Reid of Muirton. John Macrae, Sheriff Substitute of Ross shire becomes a 
Trustee of the land in 1817; Captain John Matheson of Bennetsfield (a Jacobite, 
died 1843) also has an interest in the land. The land is then owned from 1824 until 
the 1850’s, by William Mackenzie WS, d.28 April 1856, of 29 Charlotte Square, 
Edinburgh (a large self-contained house, with Coach house, Washing House and 
Larder), Alexander Mackenzie, b.1812, a Wine Merchant in Leith married to 
Marion Dalrymple Mansfield, 1816-72 and John Mackenzie, Manager of the 
Scottish Widows Fund & Life Assurance Society, Edinburgh
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For sale by Public Auction 
 
Within the Royal Exchange 
Coffeehouse, Edinburgh  
 
Friday the first of February next, 
between the hours of one and  
three afternoon 
 
7 January 1799 – Caledonian 
Mercury

Muirton House was built on Wester Fairburn, but when and by whom we have 
no record. It was in situ in 1817 

Kenneth Mackenzie of Davochmaluag, died c.1619, was granted the lands of Wester 
Fairburn and Rogie in an excambion for the lands of Borodale owned by Kenneth 

Mackenzie of Kintail. 
 

To Alexander Gillanders, the younger of Highfield, died August 1794, for £6,000 

1797, the Lands of Arcan, including ‘Fairburn’s half of Arcan’ to John Mackenzie of 

Lentron, died 1803 at Figtree Court, in the Temple, for £3,500 

1797, Hugh Fraser of Eskadale, by Beauly, the Monar Grazing for £9,000 

In 1802 part of the estate was sold to the Executors and Trustees of James 

Macpherson, 1736-96, of Belleville, Inverness shire 

To Thomas Mackenzie 5th of Ord, died 1803, for £18,000 

In 1824 the district of Strathconon was sold for £40,000 
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Caledonian Mercury  
9 January 1797
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In 1837, James Fowler of Raddery, born 1763, died 5 August 1842,  
purchased the estate of Fairburn 

Raddery House

The Fowler family were resident in the Parish of Rosemarkie on the Black Isle, but 
also had West Indian interests, namely, Lottery, Grange and Friendship Estates in 
Trelawney, Jamaica. His son, James Evan Fowler of Fairburn, born, 20 October 
1812 , died 25 August 1842 at Raddery House, so Fairburn passed to his brother, 
Henry Mackenzie Fowler of Fairburn and Raddery. 
 
Henry was a Captain in the 96th or Ross shire Regiment of North British Militia. 
On 20th August 1844 Henry married Miss Louisa Campbell, second daughter of 
the late Donald Mackay, H.M. 70th Regiment of Foot. In 1845 Henry became a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Ross shire. 
 



22.

10th October 1846 Henry Fowler sold the Estate of Fairburn for £39,000, to Mary 
Elizabeth Frederica Stewart Mackenzie, Lady Hood, born 27th March 1783 at 
Tarradale, died 28th November 1862 at Brahan Castle. The daughter of Francis 
Humberston Mackenzie, 1st Baron Seaforth. 
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Mary Elizabeth Frederica Stewart Mackenzie, Lady Hood 
 

By Thomas Lawrence located in Fortrose Town Hall 
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In approximately 1875 John Stirling starts to buy 
some of the Lands of Fairburn

John Stirling, 1865

Robert Ainslie, Elvingston, Gladsmuir, Lothian, N.B. had Muirton, Achonachie and 
Cabaan.
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Inverness Courier, 17 October 1878

Northern Chronicle & General Advertiser for the North of Scotland, 27 June 1883

Inverness Courier, 19th July 1883


